Holmdel Monthly
Community News and Updates

A Message From Mayor Buontempo . . .

Dear Holmdel Residents:
On Thursday January 2, 2020 I was sworn in for my second term as Mayor of
Holmdel Township. I am honored and humbled to be your Mayor. I would like to
thank the Township Committee for their support in honoring me with this
appointment. I will continue to work hard for all the residents in Holmdel.
The Township reorganization meeting was not held in town hall for the first time in many years. This year’s
ceremony was held in the large conference room adjacent to the Holmdel Library and Learning Center
located inside the Bell Works building. I am happy to say that there were over 150 residents in attendance
for the ceremony as well as the reception. I received many comments on our wonderful Township facility
we have in such a remarkable building.
We are fortunate to have so many volunteers in our community who donate so much of their time and
energy to help make our community a wonderful place to live and raise a family. On January 4th, 2020 I
had the pleasure of attending the Holmdel First Aid Squad installation dinner and the honor of swearing in
their officers for 2020 at the Township reorganization meeting. One of the highlights of the meeting was
the ‘pin’ ceremony where members of the First Aid Squad are recognized by the number of emergency calls
they responded to in the previous year and for the number of lifesaving actions they took in 2019.
I am looking forward to attending the Fire Company installation dinner taking place in February, where
their officers for 2020 will be sworn in and their members recognized.
One of the top priorities for the Township Committee is building a centrally located firehouse in town. We
are currently working with our professionals to identify and determine a location that is best suited to
providing fire protection to the entire Township. Before a final decision is made, we will be communicating
with residents. Our professionals will be presenting publicly on the plans at the Township Committee
meeting, so all who are interested can attend and ask questions.
Continued on page 4

Police Cadet to Complete Program
In mid-February Travis
White will complete a
four-month internship
program
with
the
Holmdel PD. While
internships are fairly
common
in
law
enforcement,
Travis’
tenure
was
quite
unique. He was one of
five
young
men,
referred to as cadets, chosen to participate in a pilot
program spearheaded by the Monmouth County
Prosecutor’s Office, which enabled individuals with
developmental disabilities to intern with law enforcement
agencies in the county. In addition to Holmdel, the
prosecutor’s office and police departments in Eatontown,
Marlboro, and Red Bank hosted cadets.
The program, called Growth Through Opportunity, was
organized by the Arc of New Jersey and is open to adults
of all ages with disabilities including autism, down

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Township Committee Meeting
Date: Tuesday, February 11 & 25
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Municipal Courtroom
Address: 4 Crawfords Corner Road
Planning Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday, February 4 & 18
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Municipal Courtroom
Address: 4 Crawfords Corner Rd.
Zoning Board Meeting
Date: Wednesday, February 5 & 19
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Municipal Courtroom
Address: 4 Crawfords Corner Rd.
President's Day
Date: Monday, February 17 Municipal Offices
Closed

syndrome, and cerebral palsy. The goal is to allow the
cadets to gain experience and job skills that they can use in
future employment, as well as to offer new perspectives to
those who work with them.
Travis, age 22 of Aberdeen, reports to Holmdel four days
each week and spends about four hours each day
performing a variety of duties for the police department, as
well as other township departments. His day begins with
an exercise session in the department gym with Lt. Rob
Philhower or Ptl. Tom Struble. Although not his favorite
part of the cadet program, Travis says he definitely feels
better for it. He then will move on to assisting with filing,
maintenance, and document destruction (or “shredding” as
Travis calls it). In addition to the police department, Travis
has helped out in the municipal court office and the
Department of Public Works.
Travis said the most enjoyable part of the program were the
ride-alongs he did with patrol officers. He recalled
responding to a fire call, where he was able to watch the
volunteer firefighters and first aiders in action. Another of
his favorite duties is assisting Special Officers Len Sasso and
Lou Torres with court security. He greets people and helps
the officers at the metal detector and with the searching of
bags. “I help keep the judge safe,” Travis said proudly.
The Holmdel officers have benefited from the program as
much as Travis. Officers have increased their awareness of
the developmentally disabled and learned how best to
interact with them, according to Lt. Philhower. “It’s been a
rewarding experience for all of us. The day flies by when
Travis is here,” Philhower said. “All of the cadets are great,
but we really hit a home run with Travis.” Travis has shown
real growth in the relatively short time he has been with
Holmdel. “He is way more confident than when he first
started, and he has a great sense of humor”, said Ptl.
Struble.
The Growth Through Opportunity cadets are entering into
the phase of the program in which they will meet with a job
coach, who will help them with putting together a resume
and obtain letters of recommendation. When asked about
his career goals, Travis said he would like to find work in the
security field. A graduation ceremony for the cadets is set
for February 13th at the Prosecutor’s Office.
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Mayor, New Township Committee
Members Take Oaths
Holmdel’s two new committee members took their oaths of office
at the Township Committee reorganization meeting held on
January 2, 2020. Over 150 family members, residents, volunteers,
township employees, and elected officials crowded the Holmdel
Township meeting room in Bell Works to welcome Cathy Weber
and Prakash Santhana to the Township Committee.
Committeeman Greg Buontempo was elected Mayor for a second
time. He previously served in that post in 2017. Senator Declan
O’Scanlon administered the oath of office alongside the Mayor’s
family. During some brief remarks, Mayor Buontempo expressed
his gratitude to his fellow committee members for their confidence
in selecting him as Mayor. “I will always strive to be responsible
and creative, a shepherd of our township’s resources,” the mayor
said. He pointed to the reclamation and repurposing of the Bell
Works site, including the new library and learning center there, and
various infrastructure projects as accomplishments to benefit the
township. The Mayor emphasized improvements to the township’s
emergency response capabilities, such as a new fire truck,
emergency radio system, and battery powered stretchers for the
first aid squad.

“I think I can speak for the entire committee when I
express the hope and goal of securing Holmdel’s
future in a fiscally responsible manner, and to ensure
that our township remains one of the most prosperous
and attractive communities in all of New Jersey,” he
said. Committeewoman Weber was elected Deputy
Mayor for 2020 and was sworn in to that office at the
meeting.
Mayor Buontempo administered oaths of office to
appointees of various boards and committees, as well
as to Holmdel First Aid Squad line and administrative
officers.
In addition to Senator O’Scanlon, other dignitaries
present included Assemblywoman and former
Holmdel Mayor Serena DiMaso, Assemblyman Sean
Kean, and Monmouth County Freeholders Pat
Impreveduto and Lillian Burry.

HOLMDEL SENIORS WELCOME 2020 IN STYLE
About 100 Holmdel seniors rang in the new year a little bit early at
Holmdel Recreation’s Senior New Year’s Eve Party. The party was held
on December 30th at the Senior/Community Center. DJ Bob Kern
provided music and got attendees out on the dance floor. Our
seniors were treated
to a hot buffet and a
sparkling cider toast
to welcome in 2020.

Holmdel High School students Katie O’Brien and Olivia Calhoun
volunteered to help with the event and enjoyed celebrating the New
Year with our seniors. Mayor Greg Buontempo and Committeeman
Prakash Santhana attended and joined in the fun. Assemblywoman
Serena DiMaso was also in attendance.

. . . . A Message from Mayor Buontempo, Continued from page 1

Speaking of more transparency, we have put into practice several steps to help keep the public updated on
Township decisions and actions for 2020. We are now posting online the Township Committee agenda for
our regularly scheduled Tuesday meetings on the Friday evening before the meeting. This will give the
public opportunity to review items on the agenda before they are discussed or voted on. In addition, public
comments and questions may now be raised on agenda items at the front end of the meeting, before the
Township Committee votes on the consent agenda. This agenda item comment period is in addition to the
regular public comment section towards the end of the meeting, as well as any public hearings on
ordinances that are held during a particular meeting.
The Township Committee will also be live streaming all of our meetings going forward. We hope to start
this in February. This will allow residents, no matter where they are, to watch our meetings live using a
link on our website. We are also considering the potential for streaming the meetings via Facebook Live
too. With the assistance of our IT Department, the Township Clerk’s office will also be archiving all
Township committee meetings online, which will give our residents access to all information shared
publicly each meeting. We are hopeful that these changes create an open environment where residents
understand and can see exactly what their elected officials are doing.
To stay current on all Township communications, please visit the Holmdel Township website and click on
the Notify Me link. There, you can select the updates you would like to receive via email.
I am very proud to be the Mayor of our great community in 2020 and I look forward to providing more
updates throughout the year. The Township Committee and Administration are always available to answer
any questions you may have or to hear any input you may wish to offer. I can be reached directly at
gbuontempo@holmdeltownship-nj.com or you may contact the Administrators office at 732-946-2820 ext.
1205 or crountree@holmdeltownship-nj.com.
-

On Behalf of the Holmdel Township Committee Mayor, Gregory Buontempo
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS TO BE BROADCAST ONLINE
The Mayor and Township Committee are pleased to announce its intention to begin video recording and,
eventually, livestreaming all Township Committee meetings. The initiative began with the recording of the
January 14th meeting, which has been posted on the township website.
The Township Committee is committed to utilize video technology in creating a stronger internet presence
and provide transparency that enhances open government. The ultimate goal is to broadcast the meetings
live, giving viewers immediate access to the proceedings as they occur. Once archived, video-on-demand
provides residents with the opportunity to watch recorded Committee meetings at their convenience.
“By making our Township Committee meetings
available for viewing on line, we are demonstrating our
commitment to transparency and accountability,” said
Mayor Greg Buontempo. “While many of our residents
may want to attend every meeting, today’s busy world
and hectic schedules make that extremely difficult.
This initiative allows them to view it at their
convenience,” he continued.
Deputy Mayor Cathy Weber said the Township
Committee recognizes that most people spend a good
deal of their time online and technology has become a
big part of their lives. “Our constituents are most likely
to search for community events online. Streaming our meetings online gives us a real opportunity to meet
them where they are.” She believes that there are benefits to the community as a whole. “By keeping our
residents engaged and active, we can increase community involvement.”
The most recent meetings can be found on the Township Committee page of the website found here.
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Snow Removal Reminder
Please help our DPW crews to better serve our residents during and after snow
storms by observing the snow removal ordinance. Parking is not permitted on
public streets when snow has covered the roadway sufficient to obscure road
markings. The parking restriction will remain in effect for a period of twelve
hours after the snowfall has ceased, and is subject to extension by the Township
Administrator, Chief of Police, or Director of Public Works in the event snow
removal has not been completed during that time period. Any unoccupied
vehicle is subject to removal, with the owner being responsible for the costs of
removal and storage. Upon conviction for a violation of the ordinance, a fine of
$100 for a first offense will be imposed, with a possible $500 fine for a subsequent
offense.

Township Committee Commemorates Centennial
of Women's Suffrage
At the January 28th meeting, the Township Committee adopted a resolution
commemorating the centennial of the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the
United States Constitution granting women the right to vote. New Jersey ratified
the amendment on February 9, 1920 and it officially became part of the
Constitution on August 26th of that year. Mayor Greg Buontempo and the
Township Committee honor the role of the ratification in promoting the core
values of our democracy and reaffirm their desire to continue strengthening
democratic participation and to inspire future generations to cherish and
preserve the historic precedent established by the 19th Amendment. The
Centennial will be celebrated around the nation throughout the year. Go to
www.womensvote100.org for more information.

The Recycle Coach App
The free and simple-to-use Recycle Coach
application can be downloaded to your smart
phone, tablet or another mobile device and puts
schedules for upcoming recycling, garbage and
brush collections at your fingertips.
After downloading Recycle Coach, residents will
be prompted to enter their home address. With
this information, the application can determine
which zone your home is located, and deliver
push notifications to your mobile device multiple
times a week about local collections and recycling
events sponsored by Monmouth County.
As well as providing residents with event
calendars and weekly collection notifications,
residents will have access to a database of items
and products the application will advise you how
to best recycle. By searching "car battery,"
"television," or "Styrofoam" Recycle Coach
notifies users if the item is recyclable, and how to
dispose of it safely and responsibly.
Find more on Recycle Coach at the municipal
website and download it today!

The Recycling Spot

Green Team Launches New Recycling Program
Holmdel Township and its Green
Team are proud to announce its
participation in an exciting new
recycling program focusing on
plastic bags. The program, called the
Plastic Film Recycling Challenge, is
done in partnership with Trex, the
decking manufacturer.
The program will allow residents to
bring plastic bags, including grocery
bags, bread bags, bubble wrap,
newspaper sleeves, and similar items,
to two receptacles provided by Trex.
The receptacles will be located at
town hall and at the Department of
Public Works Recycling Center. Each
month, Green Team volunteers will
collect, weigh, and bring the bags to
a local participating drop-off retailer.
In addition to protecting the
environment, there is another
incentive to Holmdel’s participation.
The collected weight will be reported
to Trex monthly, and, if 500 pounds
of bags are reported after a sixmonth period, the company will
donate a high-performance bench
to the Township.
“At first, 500 pounds sounded like a
lot, but they say it is a bit more than
40,000 bags. That’s not a lot per
household for a town our size,” said
Janet Jakel, Holmdel Green Team
member. “That’s 40,000 bags that
won’t end up in a landfill, or, worse,
in
our
waterways,”
Mayor
Buontempo said. Holmdel recycling
coordinator Victor Stevens emphasized that the bags must be clean, dry, and free of any residue.
Residents with questions about the program should contact Victor Stevens at 732-946-2820 ext. 1952 or email at
vstevens@holmdeltownship-nj.com. To learn more visit the Nex Trex Website.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT CEREMONY
At a ceremony on January 29th, the Holmdel Police Department
promoted one officer, honored three as Officers of the Year, and
welcomed three new officers, one of which was of the fourfooted variety. In addition, Cadet Travis White received the
department’s Community Service Award.
Chief John
Mioduszewski presided over the ceremony as an overflow
crowd of police officers, family, and friends looked on. Mayor
Greg Buontempo, Committee members Rocco Pascucci and
Prakash Santhana, and Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso also
participated.
First up were the Officer of the Year honorees. Ptl David D'Arcy
who was recognized for his work in 2016 as a Field Training
Officer, a member of the Honor Guard, and Respiratory
Protection Coordinator, as well as having received the 2017
MADD DWI Award. The 2017 award went to Ptl. Matthew
Menosky for his enforcement efforts, his service as a Drug
Recognition Expert (DRE), DRE and firearms instructor, and
Field Training Officer. He is a four-time winner of the Kimberly
Smith Ames Award for DWI and a recipient of the MADD Top
Cop Award. Ptl. Brian O'Keefe was named Officer of the Year for
2018. Like the other recipients, Ptl. O'Keefe is a Field Training
Officer, Honor Guard member, and has been recognized by
MADD as Holmdel's leader in DWI arrests.
Next, Mayor Buontempo administered the oath of office to
Holmdel's newest K-9 officer, Murph, a Belgian Malinois. Murph
and his partner, Ptl. Darryl Jackson, just completed an eightmonth training program at the Morris County Canine Academy,
graduating at the top of their class. Ptl. Jackson has been with
the department since 2016.
The recipient of the Community Service Award, Travis White,
has been with the department as a cadet since October of 2019.
As a participant in the Monmouth County Prosecutor's Office
"Growth Through Opportunity" program, Travis has assisted
the
department
with a
variety of
tasks,
learning
valuable job
skills and
gaining
social
experience.
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Chief Mioduszewski introduced the two new officers, John Ruane
and Thomas Wilson.
Ptl. Ruane, who was sworn in by
Committeeman Pascucci, is a 30-year-old Middletown native and
a former Monmouth County Sheriff's Officer. Assemblywoman
DiMaso administered the oath of office to Ptl. Wilson, 23, of
Howell. He previously worked as a dispatcher and a Class II
Special Officer for the Point Pleasant Police.
The evening culminated
with the promotion of Ptl.
Jonathan Martin to the rank
of Sergeant. Sgt. Martin is a decorated veteran officer, who has
received two Life Saving Awards and a Meritorious Service Medal,
among others. Serving since 2007, Sgt. Martin was the 2017 Officer
of the Year and has worked as the School Resource Officer in Holmdel
schools since 2016. He is also a Field Training Officer, Firearms
Instructor, and a member of the Honor Guard and the Monmouth
County Rapid Deployment Force. Sgt. Martin, a Holmdel native, has
recently begun teaching the new Law Enforcement Against Drugs
(LEAD) curriculum at the Indian Hill School.
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Township Website
“The municipal website is a massive information center with thousands of documents and hundreds of
pages related to various departments and programs at the local, county and state levels of government. It’s
a lot to consume and a lot to navigate, but the Township has successfully implemented a more user-friendly
tool for residents to locate the information they need when they need it,” said Mayor Greg Buontempo.

A Mobile Optimized Design
By logging on to www.HolmdelTownship.com, residents can engage with eye-catching content from any
desktop or laptop computer, smartphone, tablet or another mobile device anytime and from any location.
Calendar Functionality
A new homepage layout for Township calendars allows residents to navigate a main municipal calendar, or
easily refine their search by maneuvering to dedicated Township Meetings calendar, or a third Community
Events calendar.
The Document Center
By locating the search bar and typing in “Document Center,” users will discover a conveniently accessible
repository for all forms, documents and files that residents routinely require.
The Agenda Center
By searching for the Agenda Center, residents will find database of current and archived agendas and
minutes for the Township Committee, Planning Board, Zoning Board and Environmental Commission.
Personalize Your Experience
By visiting the site and creating an account with a username and password, the municipal website will
become a personalized tool for users to download forms, submit application and permits, pay bills, submit
and track inquiries and further engage with Township personnel and elected officials.
“Over the past year we have worked to create more open lines of communication between residents,
Township personnel and the Township Committee. Along with our new Holmdel Connect Mobile app and
a transition to the CodeRED Community Notifications system, this new website is yet another means of
communication that will help create a stronger and more united community,” said Mayor Buontempo.
Visit www.HolmdelTownship.com and start using the new municipal website today.
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