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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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2020 has been a year of unprecedented circumstances. The COVID-19 outbreak was unexpected and has
changed our lives forever. In times of emergency, true character is revealed and I am humbled and
honored to serve such a generous and resilient community.
Despite the difficulties, our team was able to adapt quickly. We were able to continue remote service to
our residents with little interruption from all Township offices. We have kept our parks open throughout
the crisis to encourage healthy, socially distant activity. And while our Recreation Department had to
cancel traditional recreation programs, they were able to develop a number of safe activities and
programs designed to be done virtually from home.
The day the Governor’s Executive Order allowed us to do so, the Township Committee extended the
grace period for property tax collection in order to ease the stress on our residents. The Department of
Public Works adjusted our large item drop off program to be in conformance with State guidelines and
on the first day of this amended program we serviced more families than any previous day of the
program.
I am truly humbled by the kindness of Holmdel’s residents and businesses. From tens of thousands of
dollars in financial contributions to our front-line teams, to thousands of PPE donations (which you can
read more about in this newsletter), to hundreds of cheer cards for those who must remain physically
distant and medical professionals who answered my call for assistance at the hospital. The heart and soul
of Holmdel truly came out and I am proud to be part of this family. I have heard many heartwarming
stories of neighbors checking on neighbors and stepping up and helping out.
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has stepped up thus far. The medical
professionals, the essential business employees, all of our first responders and each and every resident.
Your efforts truly make a difference.
While the numbers are improving, we are not out of the woods yet, and we must continue to follow safe
social distancing guidelines. While we all remain diligent, I want to encourage you to continue
supporting our local businesses who are able to remain open., you can find a listing on our website.
I look forward to seeing everyone as things begin to slowly open up. Until then, remember, stay home,
stay healthy and stay safe.

We are blessed to
have such
wonderful
individuals in our
community

NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES
The Bell Works team is extremely grateful for the overwhelming
support of our “Not All Heroes Wear Capes” campaign. Through this
campaign, we were able to prepare and deliver nutrient-rich meals to
our local heroes on the front lines.
Thanks to the generosity of Bell Works tenants, employees, and
residents of Holmdel and surrounding communities, we raised in
excess of $60,000, enabling the delivery of over 15,500 meals to the
first responders battling the COVID-19 pandemic at Bayshore
Hospital, PNC Testing Center and Holmdel Township OEM.
Mayor Buontempo states, “I'd like to thank the entire Bell Works
community for their hard work in creating this initiative with me and
making it so impactful for all the First Responders and Medical
professionals working in Holmdel. Thank you for all that you have
done and for having such a positive impact during these challenging
times. The team truly went above and beyond. We are blessed to
have such wonderful individuals in our community”
Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to the Bell Works Team. A huge
thank you to RBC’s Bell Market, as well as the campaign organizer
NPZ Style + Decor. This program would not have been possible
without their tremendous efforts and support.

SUPPORT OUR
EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TEAMS
Our emergency response teams
continue to work hard to keep our
community safe and healthy. Here
is how to send donations:
Holmdel PBA #239
PO Box 214
Holmdel, NJ 07733
holmdelpba@gmail.com
Holmdel Fire & Rescue Company
211 Centerville Road
Holmdel, NJ 07733
Paypal/credit card donations
accepted through hfrc2.org
Holmdel First Aid Squad
PO Box 171
Holmdel, NJ 07733
Paypal/credit card donation
accepted through
holmdelfirstaid.org
Bayshore COVID-19 Relief Fund
727 North Beers Street
Holmdel, NJ 07733
www.BayshoreMedicalCenter.org/
GiveNow
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PPE DONATION DRIVE
When the Coronavirus pandemic began in early March, one of the
biggest challenges that we faced was making sure our first responders
and health care workers had enough personal protective equipment
(PPE) to protect themselves while they performed their duties.
We quickly learned the PPE we had on hand was not only
insufficient, but it was extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
acquire. Mayor Buontempo initiated a PPE donation drive where he
called on the residents of Holmdel to help us. Almost immediately,
we began receiving phone calls and emails from Holmdel residents
willing to donate PPE.
To date, we have received thousands of pieces of PPE to include
masks, gloves, face shields, isolation gowns and hand sanitizer. There
were several residents who took the time and initiative to sew
hundreds of masks by hand. There were even teenagers who took it
upon themselves to collect and donate PPE to the Township. Finally,
two siblings (ages 13 and 17), used a 3D printer to create 500 face
shields which were donated as well.

It has been
inspiring to see
our community
come together
during this crisis

These efforts have been amazing. Much of the PPE that was collected
has been turned over to the Holmdel Police Department, Holmdel
Fire Department, Holmdel First Aid Squad, and Bayshore Medical
Center. The rest of the PPE will be kept in reserve for the long path
ahead.
“We have been truly overwhelmed by the generosity of the residents
of Holmdel during these unprecedented times. It has been inspiring
to see our community come together during this crisis. Holmdel truly
is a special town. On behalf of all of the first responders and health
care workers, thank you for your support! “
– A message from Eric Hernando, Office of Emergency Management
Coordinator
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NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15th as Peace Officers Memorial Day,
and the week in which that date falls as “Police Week”. National Police Week pays special recognition to those law
enforcement officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty. This year, Police Week was observed Sunday,
May 10 through Saturday, May 16.
During Police Week, Holmdel Officers pay their respects to their fallen Brothers and Sisters by participating in the
annual NJ Law Enforcement Memorial Service held at the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove. The event honors
NJ Officers lost in the line of duty over the past year. This service, the oldest statewide memorial for fallen
officers in our nation, was first held in 1984, and was the brain-child of former Holmdel Police Chief R. Bruce
Phillips.
Some Holmdel Officers also participate in the Police Unity Tour, riding bicycles from NJ to Washington DC, with
the route finishing at the National Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial. The names engraved on the Memorial’s
walls represent fallen officers from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S. Territories, Federal Law
Enforcement, and military police.
However, due to the current pandemic, all formal in-person memorial services were canceled, most being
replaced by “virtual” ceremonies and website-hosted tributes.
National Police Week is dedicated to ensuring that the men and women who died in the line of duty will never be
forgotten. It is an opportunity for everyone to celebrate those who have made the ultimate sacrifice as well as the
Officers who stand ready to “Protect and Serve”.

POLICE DEPARTMENT’S YOUTH ART CONTEST
Recently the Holmdel Twp. Police Department, in conjunction with the Holmdel PBA # 239, held two separate
youth art contests to present something positive within our community during these pressing times. Ptl. Tom
Struble spearheaded these events which were disseminated to the public via social media.
The first of the events was a chalk art contest. Residents were asked to convey a positive community message by
submitting pictures of chalk art on their sidewalks or driveways. There were three age groups; 5-9, 10-13 and 1417. The intention was to get residents outside to enjoy some sun while doing something constructive and
positive. Residents were to email pictures to the Police Department between 4/30/2020 and 5/1/2020.
The second event was an artwork contest. Residents were to submit artwork on a 8.5 x 11 piece of paper of
something positive and related to Law Enforcement. The artwork was suggested to include one of the
following: Holmdel Police patch, uniform, or patrol car. The three age groups for this event were 5-8, 9-12 and
13-16. Residents were to email pictures to the Police Department between 5/3/2020 and 5/9/2020.
One winner per age group for each contest received a $25 gift card from either Amazon or a local eatery, which
was donated by the Holmdel PBA. Supporting local eateries with the gift cards is a win-win in our eyes where
both local business and residents could be supported. Feedback on social media was very positive which made
holding these events such a great experience.
(Winning artwork featured on pg 5)
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WINNING ARTWORK
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MENTAL HEALTH
RESOURCES
There are resources available to
individuals who are suffering
from any number of issues
during this time.

WAYS TO STAY ACTIVE
One of the hardest parts of the stay-at-home order and social
distancing, besides the mental challenges, is how to stay active and
keep moving in a safe manner. There are many activities which are
great ways to keep your body and mind moving, especially with the
weather warming up and nature starting to bloom. Whether you are
going on a simple nature hike or making a much more elaborate
scavenger hunt for your family to get those legs moving and enjoy
the outdoors. Visit the Recreation Department for a list of ideas.
Activities to Keep Your Mind Active
While you are keeping yourself and your family safe by keeping your
distance and staying indoors, it can be hard sometimes to think of
some things to do to keep your minds going, even with remote
learning throughout the day. Many different websites are offering
amazing resources for kids and adults alike to experience many
different locations from the safety of your own home. Virtual field
trips are available at the Great Wall of China, The Louvre, San Diego
Zoo, and many other places. If art is something that piques your
interest, Famed Children's Author Mo Willems is offering drawing
lessons over his website. There are also many educational sites such
as Khan Academy and National Geographic Kids. Visit our Indoor
Activities for Kids for a complete list of resources.
Monmouth County Library
Monmouth County Library branches are currently closed, but the
virtual branch is always open! Join joyful virtual storytimes and crafts
at your favorite place…home! Storytime link offers new stories, new
crafts, and other special programs. All information is available on the
Library’s YouTube channel: @ MonCoLibrary accessible through
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
Staff is available by phone and email. Contact staff at 866-941-8181 or
mcl@monmouthcountylib.org. Phone help available Mondays
through Thursdays between 9 am and 8 pm; On Fridays and
Saturdays, the hours are 9 am to 5 pm. Please call our centralized
phone number to speak with the staff.
Call for information, help, research, online directions, and more.
Find and chat via our website or you may email us:
mcl@monmouthcountylib.org.
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube
@MonCoLibrary.
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Emergencies Only
911
Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration's
Disaster Distress Helpline:
1-800-985-5990
Text TalkWithUs to 66746
Crisis Text Line:
Text "NJ" to 741741
Family Helpline:
1-800-843-5437
Domestic Violence Hotline:
1-800-572-7233
Mental Health Hotline:
866-202-4357

FINANCIAL
RESOURCES
Many banks who do business in
NJ are offering help for those
struggling to pay their mortgage
during this time. For the full list
please visit the Mortgage Relief
Initiative List.
NJ has created a job portal for
those who have been displaced
during the pandemic to find
work in critical industries. For
more information on how to
access this please visit the job
portal.
There are numerous programs
throughout the state to help
small businesses in the form of
grants and payment deferments.
For complete information visit:
Cv.business.nj.gov
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GARDENING HELP FROM
RUTGERS MASTER GARDENERS
Whether in an urban, suburban, or rural landscape, tending the home
or garden comes with a number of challenges involving insects,
weeds, trees, shrubs, turf, and critters. New Jersey residents spend
significant time and money coping with these challenges—but not
alone, thanks to the vast array of services offered by the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension (RCE), a unit of the Rutgers New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station.
The Rutgers Master Gardeners of Monmouth County are sponsored
by the joint cooperation of Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Brookdale
Community College, and Monmouth County Parks System.
Trained Master Gardener volunteers operate a year-round telephone
helpline to advise the public about horticultural matters and diagnose
and solve home gardening problems. County residents may get free
answers to a home garden, insect, and pest questions by calling the
helpline from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday–Friday. After hours, on
weekends, and during especially busy times of the year, please leave a
voicemail stating your questions, and your call will be returned.
Master Gardener Helpline: 732-303-7614 or
magarden@monmouth.nj.us

SPRING CLEAN UP URGED
Spring-time has arrived in Holmdel Township and residents are
urged to take pride in their community. In the past residents could be
seen outside cleaning their front porches, raking and cleaning their
yards, sweeping the sidewalks in front of their homes, and even
helping elderly people in their neighborhood with maintaining their
properties. This is a great time of year to start bringing this type of
community pride back into our Township. It is just the simple things
like keeping your property and front porches clean of debris and
cleaning up after your dogs, and picking up litter that will make our
community a more vibrant place to live and visit.
May 2020

SUMMER SAFETY
TIPS
Clean your garage,
basement, and other
storage areas of any
newspapers and items that
can fuel a fire.
Clean lint filters in your
dryer every time you use
it. Also, check outside
dryer vent for
obstructions.
Keep outdoor debris and
dead vegetation away from
your house.
Keep gasoline stored in an
approved container and
use gasoline only as a fuel
for motors, never clean
with gasoline. Store gas in a
detached garage or yard
shed.
If you cook with a gas grill,
check the hoses for leaks
before firing it up this
spring. Use soapy water to
check for leaks. Never try
to start a charcoal grill
using gasoline.
Do not mix ammonia and
bleach to clean with this
will produce harmful or
fatal vapors. When using
chemicals to clean, always
do so in a well-ventilated
area or open a window or
door.
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TOWN HALL SERVICES
While Municipal Offices are closed to visitors, the Township remains open for business. Many
employees are working at Town Hall and our employees who are not in the office have been working
remotely and responding to the needs and concerns of our residents. For information on how to
remotely do business with Holmdel visit here.
Notary Services
A new law helps to maintain business momentum in New Jersey, and here in HolmdelTownship, by
providing a technology-based solution that supports COVID-19 prevention guidelines calling for limiting
in-person contacts. The law is primarily aimed at business transactions. In-person notarization of
documents is still required for matters of family law and other specified circumstances. In particular, the
real estate market is critical to economic health, and the new law will enable these transactions to
continue safely. The new procedures are spelled out in Assembly Bill A-3903, signed into law on April 15.
Under the new law, notaries and other authorized officers can notarize certain documents using audiovideo technology, during the time in which the statewide public health emergency is in effect as called for
by Executive Order 103. The law specifies that the notary must know the identity of the individual
requesting notarization, either personally, through a witness, or through two types of identification. In
addition, the notary must be able to confirm that the document before them is the same as the one
affirmed or assigned by the individual.
For more information please contact:
Wendy Patrovich, RMC
wpatrovich@holmdeltownship.com; 732-946-2820 ext. 1212
Barbara Kovelesky, QPA
bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com; 732-946-2820 ext. 1203

VIRTUAL
COUNCIL
MEETINGS
May 2020

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend council meetings
either online with a link or via conference call by phone. The
call-in numbers/conference ID will be located on the top of every
agenda and will be posted on the Township’s website and
Facebook page as an event. To receive a copy of the link to
participate online, email wpatrovich@holmdeltownship-nj.com.
There is always a public participation portion during the meeting.
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2020 PRIMARY ELECTION CHANGES
The 2020 Primary Election has moved from June 2, 2020, to July 7,
2020. Because of this new date, the voter registration deadline for the
election will be moved to June 16, 2020. The July 7 election will be
conducted primarily by vote-by-mail ballots with at least one polling
location open within each municipality.
Vote-by-mail ballots will automatically be sent to all “active” voters
without applying for the vote-by-mail ballots. Vote-by-mail applications
will automatically be sent to all “active” voters who are registered as
Unaffiliated and all “inactive” registered Democrats, Republicans and
Unaffiliated voters. All vote-by-mail applications and return envelopes
will have prepaid postage. To be considered valid the vote-by-mail ballot
must be postmarked on or before July 7, 2020, and received by 8:00 p.m.
on July 14, 2020. Please note vote by mail ballots may not be returned to
the polling location. The County will be responsible for securing at least 5
ballot drop boxes and place them in locations that are readily accessible
to the registered voters.
In addition, the County must open a minimum of at least one polling
place in each municipality, provided that sufficient poll workers are
available. Any voter who appears at a polling place on Primary Day must
vote by a provisional ballot, except that a voter with disabilities may vote
on an ADA-accessible voting machine.

RECREATION
DEPARTMENT
Stay up to date on recreation
happenings every week. Visit
and like the Recreation
Department’s Facebook page
and keep an eye out for
activities, videos, contests
and more.
The Recreation Department
has also created a special
page for virtual recreation
opportunities. Be sure to
check it out here.

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED IN THE
2020 CENSUS
Starting in late March, the United States Census Bureau began distribution
of brief surveys intended to gather information on a variety of issues such
as the population in a given municipality, funding of programs in
education, health, housing, social services, and infrastructure; how much
representation an area will have in the government; identifying needs of
communities and determine what kinds of support people need, and
working to end discrimination against vulnerable populations. Everyone
must be counted. These counts show which communities are
disadvantaged or need help. It is imperative that every resident responds
to the survey. This year, residents will be able to respond online. Please
contact the Township Clerk if you are in need of assistance.
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