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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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COMMITTEE
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Join the Holmdel Township
Committee at their annual
reorganization meeting.

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
As the winter months set in and 2020 quickly comes to a close, we must reflect
on all we have accomplished despite the challenges we’ve faced this year.
I’m grateful for a Township Committee that is flexible and unwavering in their
commitment to keeping our community running as normal as possible. We’ve
continued to make improvements such as road paving and breaking ground on
a brand new firehouse and dog park which our town will be able to enjoy for
years to come.
In this time of reflection, I find myself continually in awe of the camaraderie
and generosity of our citizens. Thanks to you we had a successful Thanksgiving
Turkey Drive helping many families. We were also able to bring some fun to
our young citizens through scouting activities and our first-ever Halloween
drive-through.
In closing, I wish you peace and happiness this holiday season and throughout
the coming year.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE
REORGANIZATION
MEETING
We can all agree that 2020 was a year like no other. It seemed that
overnight Zoom meetings and social distancing became a part of our
daily lives. We faced the challenges of working and attending school
remotely; and hobbies like baking, puzzles, and board games became
the trendy family activities.
Despite the many challenges the year gave us, Holmdel did not miss a
beat. Our team was able to adapt in order to continue to serve the
needs of our community while keeping everyone’s safety our top
priority. Our parks remained open when County, State and Federal
parks were closed, and we managed to operate our Swim Club in a
safe, responsible way. Many of our services moved to online portals,
making access easy for residents. The improvements in our
technology made the Township more resilient, something we will
carry into 2021 and beyond.
We prioritized the needs of our residents and did not let the pandemic
stop us from achieving very important goals. This year, we paved
more roads than in previous years, making travel in Holmdel easier
and safer. We completed the baseball turf field project at Phillips Park,
affording our children recreational opportunities they have never had
before. We enhanced emergency communication by wrapping up the
Township’s radio upgrade project, and we finally broke ground on a
brand-new, state of the art firehouse in the center of town. These are
just some of our 2020 accomplishments, which were all achieved
without raising this year’s tax rate!
We are particularly grateful to our first responders, who are on the
front lines every day protecting us.
This year, despite a time of great uncertainty and challenges, we came
together as a community. As we reflect on all that 2020 gave us, we are
also grateful for our friends and neighbors that were there when we
needed community most.

You’re invited! Please join the
Holmdel Township Committee
at our annual reorganization
meeting. Due to COVID
restrictions, this meeting will be
held January 5, 2021 on Zoom at
6:00pm. You can join the
meeting by following the link
on the Township website.
At the meeting, incoming
Committeeman DJ Lucarelli
will take the oath of office, and
the Committee members will
select a mayor and deputy
mayor to serve for the
upcoming year. In addition to
awarding professional services
and any appointments to boards
and committees, we will have
remarks from the mayor on the
Township’s goals for 2021.
The Township Committee and
staff look forward to serving
you during the upcoming year!

This holiday season, we wish you and your families a time of joy and
peace. Here’s to a happy and healthy new year for all. Happy Holidays,
Holmdel!
Your Township Committee,
Greg Buontempo, Mayor
Cathy Weber, Deputy Mayor
Tom Critelli, Committeeman
Rocco Pascucci, Committeeman
Prakash Santana, Committeeman
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GROUNDBREAKING FOR ALEXANDER
CHING MEMORIAL DOG PARK

MISSION STATEMENT
TO ESTABLISH a fenced-in,
off-leash dog park where wellbehaved canine citizens can
exercise and socialize in a clean,
safe, and secure environment.

On Saturday, December 5, 2020, on behalf of the Holmdel Township
Committee, Mayor Greg Buontempo and Committeeman
Prakash Santhana joined the family and friends of Alexander Ching for
the groundbreaking of the Alexander Ching Memorial Dog Park. Also
present were the construction partners Twin Resources,
Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso, and former Deputy Mayor
Mike Nikolis.
“Once completed this park will provide space for our pets and their
owners to recreate and meet other dog-friendly neighbors,” said
Mayor Greg Buontempo. “My hope is that this wonderful project will
not only honor Alex’s memory but also provide a way for our local
community to grow even stronger in the years to come.”
Work on the park project will be completed by Twin Resources, based
in Eatontown, who are donating time and supplies toward the creation
of this dog park.
Alex’s family was particularly excited that work would begin on this
project, which has been the fruit of their efforts. “The Ching Family is
incredibly grateful for all of the support we have received from family,
friends, and members of our community as we begin groundbreaking
for the Alexander Ching Memorial Dog Park this December,” wrote
Lisa Ching, Alex’s mother. “We couldn’t ask for a more beautiful and
ideal location!” The park will be at Bayonet Farm which is located at 41
Middletown Road, in Holmdel Township.

TO DEVELOP a beautiful, wellmaintained space in Holmdel
Township, open to dog lovers
and friends who are willing to
uphold the parks rules and
regulations.
TO VIEW this dog park as a
community project, in
partnership with Holmdel
Township, designed to satisfy
the needs of dog owners and
non-dog owners alike,
complementing existing
township parks.
TO PROVIDE socialization
opportunities for people and
their dogs, as well as enhancing
positive interaction between dog
owners and the community.
TO PROMOTE community
pride, involvement, and
education, by hosting a wide
variety of dog-related events at
the dog park throughout the
year.

Holmdel Township was excited to partner with the Ching family on
this wonderful park project in honor of their son, Alexander.
The Township will keep residents up-to-date on the construction and
looks forward to the dog park’s anticipated opening in late spring/early
summer 2021.
Due to COVID restrictions, attendance at the event was limited.
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COMMITTEEMAN ROCCO
PASCUCCI RETIRES FROM
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
Dr. Rocco Pascucci will be
retiring from the Township
Committee after nine years of
service to the Holmdel
community. Dr. Pascucci first
began his service to the
Township of Holmdel when
he was sworn-in as a
Committeeman in January
2006. The residents of
Holmdel reelected him to the
Township Committee in
2008.
Previously serving as Deputy
Mayor and a subcommittee
co-chair, Dr. Pascucci
amassed a broad portfolio of
experiences as an elected

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
NINE YEARS
OF
DEDICATED
SERVICE

official over the years. This experience provided him with a
unique ability to respond to the needs of his Holmdel
neighbors.
After a brief sojourn, Dr. Pascucci returned to the Township
Committee for a third term in 2018. It was during this term
where his leadership and determination helped to shepherd
the new firehouse for Holmdel Township.
Mayor Greg Buontempo recognized Dr. Pascucci’s service at
the beginning of the December Township Committee
meeting. “Anyone who has the privilege of knowing Rocco
knows that he is a public servant of integrity, whose steadfast
commitment to the residents of Holmdel has become an
established fact,” said the mayor. “I thank you for your nine
years of dedicated service to this governing body and your
community. We wish you all the best in the years ahead!”
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SCOUTING SERVICE PROJECT UPDATES

PICK UP YOUR FREE
HOLIDAY CRAFT KIT

Eagle Scout Signage
The local scout troop installed
an additional sign in Bayonet
Farm on November 15 to denote
some of the Eagle projects
completed on the trails. The
signage matches those that were
previously installed as part of
Kevin Guether's Eagle project.
“Thanks for giving our scouts
the opportunity to help their
community!”, said Scout Leader
Dave Gestrich.

Troop 131 Cleanup Project

On Friday, December 18th stop
by Holmdel Town Hall for a
Free Holiday Craft Kit! Enjoy the
spirit of the season by
assembling this festive craft.
From 10:00am – 3:00pm on the
18th, a table will be placed
outside the building for you to
take your craft in a safe, socially
distant manner. All contents will
be assembled in a sanitized work
area, and all bags will be wiped
down with disinfectant. Please
note that supplies will be limited,
so our craft is first-come, firstserved. For the most up-to-date
information, follow Holmdel
Township Recreation on
Facebook. Enjoy your Holiday
Craft Kit this season!

A VISIT FROM SANTA

Troop 131 scouts and family members spent some time on
Sunday, November 22 completing a cleanup project. About 20
scouts, with their siblings and parents, worked for an hour in both
Phillips and Veterans parks picking up downed branches on the
fields and along the tree lines.
The limbs were stacked properly by the side of the road near the
entrance to the parking and later picked up by the Department of
Works team. The scouts had a great time outdoors while also
doing a good deed.

Sign Up for Cub Scouts!
To enroll in Cub Scouts Pack 131 or 331, there are two easy steps.
First, visit the registration site (www.njpack131.com) to enter your
child’s information and payment. Once registered with the pack,
you can complete the National Boy Scouts of America youth
form.

December 2020

This year, Santa Claus is riding
in style. Keep an eye out for jolly
St. Nick, visiting with Holmdel’s
very own volunteer Holmdel
Fire Rescue Company! Follow
their Facebook page, Holmdel
Fire Rescue Company #2, to see
a map of Santa’s route. The town
is divided into seven sections,
and they will post 24-hours in
advance when they plan to visit a
given section. Santa Claus has
already been out on the town, so
be sure to check for Santa Run
updates! Feel free to share your
photos and videos of Santa
Claus’s visit. Happy holidays!
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS - REMOVE ICE AND SNOW

The Holmdel Police Department is reminding motorists to always remove accumulated ice and
snow from their vehicles before traveling on New Jersey’s roadways.
Motorists who fail to clear their vehicles of ice and snow before driving can be cited and fined
under an amended law, which became effective October 20, 2010.
Fines for violating the new law range from $25 to $75. No motor vehicle points will be assessed for
this offense. If failure to remove ice and snow results in injury or property damage, motorists face
fines ranging from $200 to $1000, while commercial motor vehicle drivers face fines ranging
from $500 to $1,500 for each offense.
In anticipation of inclement weather, motorists are encouraged to:
Tune-up and winterize their vehicles, as well as check the radiator, battery, antifreeze, and all
other fluid levels.
Check tire treads and replace them if they’re unsafe.
Check and replace windshield wiper blades if the rubber is cracked and/or brittle. Be sure to
also check and refill the washer fluid reservoir.
Maintain at least a half a tank of gas during the winter to prevent the fuel line from freezing.
Motorists should also keep a winter driving “safety kit” in their vehicle(s) that is easily accessible in
the event of an emergency. The kit should include: an ice scraper/brush, shovel, jumper cables or
battery starter, warm blanket, sand, salt or cat litter (for traction in ice and snow), de-icer, safety
flares/warning devices, flashlight and new batteries, extra windshield washer fluid, cell phone with
a charged spare battery, water and non-perishable food (i.e. granola or protein bars), and paper
towels or a cloth.
For further information on winter driving, as well as a variety of traffic safety issues, motorists can
visit the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety’s web site.
~ Keeping Motorists Safe ~
Holmdel Township Police Department, Traffic Safety/Crime Prevention Unit
If you would like further information or have any questions, you can contact:
Ptl T. StrubleTraffic Safety/Crime Prevention
732-946-9690 ext. 1733
tstruble@holmdelpolice.org
Ptl. M. MenoskyTraffic Safety/Crime Prevention Officer
732-946-9690 ext. 1731
mmenosky @holmdelpolice.org
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MONMOUTH COUNTY SPECIAL
NEEDS REGISTRY
HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE HOSTS
COVID-19 MOBILE
TEST SITE
The Monmouth County Special Needs Registry is
a voluntary service open to all citizens with disabilities who
reside, attend school or are employed in Monmouth
County. The registry was created to help police officers and
other emergency service personnel to better assist residents
with special needs in the event of an emergency by providing
those first responders with vital information regarding a
registrant’s disability, emergency contact information, a
physical description and current photograph of the registrant.
Contact Holmdel Officers Matthew Menosky
(mmenosky@holmdelpolice.org), or Thomas Struble
(tstruble@holmdelpolice) at 732-946-4400, with any
questions.
Please click here to register an individual with the Monmouth
County Special Needs Registry.

NEIGHBORS APP
BY RING

The Holmdel Township Police Department is now using
Neighbors App by RING. The Neighbors App by RING is a
free app designed to help communities connect and stay
informed about what’s going on around them. Please join the
Neighborhood whether you own a RING device or not. You
can go to the App store and download the Neighbors App to
get real-time alerts from your neighbors as well as the
Holmdel Police Department.
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On December 14, 2020, the
Holmdel Township Committee
partnered with Ocean Health
Initiatives to provide a mobile
COVID-19 PCR test site at the
Holmdel Swim Club. Residents
were also able to receive a flu
vaccination at the same time.
The event was extremely
successful, with 150 residents
participating. Many thanks to
the Ocean Health Initiatives
team for their partnership in
providing health professional
staff and testing supplies and
equipment. The Township
Committee encourages all
Holmdel residents to consider
receiving a COVID-19 test if,
when, and where they are able.
Residents can follow Holmdel
Township’s Facebook page and
subscribe to website news alerts
to receive the latest information
about upcoming test sites.
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TRAVELING DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Travel increases your chances of getting and spreading COVID-19. Staying home is the best way to
protect yourself and others from COVID-19. You can get COVID-19 during your travels. You may feel
well and not have any symptoms, but you can still spread COVID-19 to others. You and your travel
companions (including children) may spread COVID-19 to other people including your family, friends
and community for 14 days after you were exposed to the virus.
Don’t travel if you are sick or if you have been around someone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days. Don’t
travel with someone who is sick.
Do you live with someone who might be at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19? If you get
infected while traveling, you can spread the virus to loved ones when you return, even if you don’t have
symptoms.
Before you travel, determine if COVID-19 is spreading at your destination. The more cases at your
destination, the more likely you are to get infected during travel and spread the virus to others when you
return. Visit the CDC website to check each State’s cases in the last 7 days and for travel
recommendations around the world.
Determine if your destination has requirements or restrictions for travelers. Some state, local and
territorial governments have requirements, such as requiring people to wear masks and requiring those
who recently traveled to stay home for up to 14 days. Check state, local, tribal and local public health
websites for information before you travel. If you are traveling internationally, check the destination’s
Office of Foreign Affairs or Ministry of Health or the US Department of State, Bureau of Consular
Affairs, Country Information page for details about entry requirements and restrictions for arriving
travelers, such as mandatory testing or quarantine.
If you travel, take steps to protect yourself and others from COVID-19. Wear a mask to keep your nose
and mouth covered when in public settings, including on public transportation and in transportation
hubs such as airports and stations. Avoid close contact by staying at least 6 feet apart from anyone who is
not from your household. Wash your hands often or use hand sanitizer. Avoid contact with anyone who
is sick. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
After you travel, you may have been exposed to COVID-19. You may feel well and not have any
symptoms, but you can be contagious without symptoms and spread the virus to others. You and your
travel companions (including children) pose a risk to your family, friends and community for 14 days
after you were exposed to the virus. Regardless of where you traveled or what you did during the trip,
take precautions to protect others from getting COVID-19. Social distance. Wear a mask. Wash your
hands often. Watch your health.
Use this link for the CDC COVID-19 Travel Guidance:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
Use this link to check cases by State for past 7 days:
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
Use this link for travel recommendations for destinations around the world:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
December 2020

Page 8

RIBBON CUTTING FOR EXPANDED
COLAB AT BELL WORKS

ENGERGY AUDIT
Mayor Greg Buontempo joined Bell Works developer Ralph
Zucker in cutting the ribbon on the newly-expanded CoLab at
Bell Works. CoLab is a collaborative work space site which
allows professionals to rent office space for meetings, events,
and other business functions. Mayor Buontempo issued a
proclamation honoring CoLab and presented it to Mr. Zucker
along with Sean Donohoe, CoLab’s manager and director, and
Paola Zamudio, the space’s designer.
CoLab, which first opened in 2016, offers a diverse mix of
professional workspaces on flexible lease terms allowing small
businesses the ability to scale up or down in a space that can
accommodate their specific needs. With the recent expansion,
it now boasts 25,000 square feet of available work space.
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In the summer, the Township
Committee approved a
resolution to purchase and
install LED sight lighting for
Town Hall. LED lighting is
more efficient and lasts must
longer than traditional
incandescent lighting, saving
the Township in both capital
and energy. We are proud to
say we have installed those
lights outside Town Hall! We
look forward to continuing to
find ways to save energy and
increase our efficiency.

Page 9

HOW TO BE ADDED TO THE DO
NOT SOLICIT LIST

THANKSGIVING
TURKEY DRIVE
WRAP-UP

Tired of getting unwanted calls from unknown solicitors? Township
Ordinance permits residents to add themselves to the Do Not Solicit
List which is distributed to all solicitors who apply for a license
within the Township. Solicitors are also instructed to contact the
Township Clerk’s office prior to canvassing so they can be provided
with the most up-to-date list.
To add yourself to the Do Not Solicit List, please contact the
Township Clerk’s Office at wpatrovich@holmdeltownship.com and
kcallery@holmdeltownship.com.
Any resident who is on the Do Not Solicit List and is still called by a
solicitor should contact the Holmdel Township Police Department.

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

Dates for Christmas tree recycling pick-up are:

Thanks to the generosity of
Holmdel’s residents, the
Thanksgiving Turkey Drive
hosted by the Township
Committee was a big success.
Holmdel Township was able to
donate 20 turkeys to Fulfill –
the Foodbank of Monmouth
and Ocean Counties, along
with over $300 in grocery
store gift cards to help
purchase additional food. The
Township Committee is
grateful for the participation
of our neighbors in this
project, which helped to
ensure that those experiencing
food insecurity could enjoy
the holiday with their families.

January 11, 2021 (Sections A & B)
January 18, 2021 (Sections C & D)
Last Chance Pick-up: January 18, 2021
Residents can determine their section by visiting:
www.holmdeltownship.com/sections
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DECEMBER IS NATIONAL
HANDWASHING
AWARENESS MONTH!

REGULAR
HANDWASHING
IS ONE OF THE
BEST WAYS TO
REMOVE
GERMS, AVOID
GETTING SICK,
AND PREVENT
THE SPREAD OF
GERMS TO
OTHERS.
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